Refurbishers seeking wheelchairs — and a local site for donors to drop them off

By Jim Moore of the (Grants Pass, OR) Daily Courier, Last Update Tuesday, June 15, 2010
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Picture at Right:  Emmet Band of Grants Pass helped fit a young victim of cerebral palsy with a wheelchair last month in Pristina, Kosovo.

A Grants Pass retiree who spent a career custom-building wheelchairs is now using his skills to fit wheelchairs to the needs of people in developing countries. 

He wants to establish a site in the Grants Pass area where people can donate wheelchairs.

A former employee of California's Department of Developmental Services, Emmet Band got involved years ago with an organization in North Hollywood, Calif., called UCP Wheels for Humanity.

"I used to build custom wheelchairs," Band said. "I used to donate a lot to that organization."

He retired and moved to Grants Pass two years ago, and not long after that he got a call from the group, asking him to go to Kosovo to fit wheelchairs for disabled people.

Last month, he traveled to the small Balkan territory. "In the four days we were in the town of Pristina, we fitted 132 individuals," Band, 64, said.

He intends to return to Kosovo next May and to travel to another country to lend his expertise at some point.

His immediate goal, though, is to spread the word about the need for a local wheelchair drop site.

"There's no collection point in Southern Oregon," Band said.

He's looking for a warehouse, a barn or some other building that is weatherproof and accessible to a semi-truck.

Band said FedEx will ship the wheelchairs for free from here to North Hollywood, where Wheels for Humanity can refurbish them and arrange shipment to a needy country.

According to Wheels for Humanity, a lack of adequate and timely medical care in many developing countries has left thousands of people disabled because of conditions such as spina bifida, cerebral palsy and polio.

Many others have been crippled by landmines, war or natural disasters.

Without wheelchairs, these people must crawl or be carried, and live lives of confinement.

Anyone who can help Band in his quest is urged to e-mail to him at emmet.band@yahoo.com.
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Reach reporter Jim Moore at 541-474-3721 or jmoore@thedailycourier.com
