Military Recruiter Tactics Revealed in Medford

On a Friday morning, January 9, 2010, I had two extremely worried messages on my answering machine from a quite popular local entertainer, Tom, concerning his son, (who I will refer to as “Noel”), who was about to sign up for the Army Delayed Enlistment Program (DEP) on Sunday.  Tom had also contacted the Director of Ashland’s Peace House who emailed me for assistance on the same topic.  When I called Tom back, I stipulated that his son had to at least go over the DD Form 4 Enlistment Contract (or I go over it with him) before I would go with him to the enlistment center.

To make a long story short(er), I met with Noel the next day for about an hour and a half.  I was trying to emphasize the way he could use an Addendum to the Form 4 as a negotiating tool, but that no matter what was in the contract, per Section 9, the Army could void the whole thing.  I had little idea if I'd made any kind of an impression until Noel called me a little later to ask if I'd accompany he and his dad to the recruiter station in Medford... he wanted to retract his application for the DEP! 

When I got to his dad's house in Ashland, I told Noel, that a simple phone call from there would suffice to cancel his DEP enrollment, but he insisted on a more honorable approach to tell the recruiter in person.  However, when we got there at about 4 PM, the recruiting station was closed, so Noel called his recruiter from in front of the building and had a l-o-n-g discussion, with an obviously very upset recruiter.  In summary, Noel "stuck to his guns" and dis-enrolled from a DEP that he had yet to sign up for!   To the best of his knowledge, no others from his school in Ashland were looking at signing up for a military enlistment.  (Additionally, neither the Ashland nor the Talent/Phoenix high schools use the ASVAB tests.)

In this discussion between Noel and the Army recruiter(*), Noel displayed a high degree of patience along with some surprise at the recruiter’s attempts to explain what he had and had not told Noel.  However, Noel’s greatest expressed surprise was with the following, stated as only what could be heard from Noel’s end of the discussion: “How’d I get a copy of the contract (the DD Form 4)???  I got it off the internet.”  “You say you don’t have a copy in your office and haven’t seen the contract?  I got it off the internet... that’s all you have to do for a DD Form 4!!!”  Noel later fleshed that part of the conversation out, stating that he thought the recruiter had come up with a number of statements of questionable veracity during this discussion but that this last one, that they didn’t have a contract copy in the recruiting office and that he hadn’t seen one, was the most questionable one of all from this recruiter.

Given that recruiters are required to sign off on the third page of the DD Form 4 (excerpted below), serious questions can be raised regarding Noel’s recruiter’s willingness to exercise transparency and full disclosure:

 “14. SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE CERTIFICATION

“a. On behalf of the United States (list branch of service)



, I accept this applicant for enlistment. I have witnessed the signature in item 13b to this document. I certify that I have explained that only those agreements in Section B of this form and in the attached Annex(es) will be honored, and any other promises made by any person are not effective and will not be honored.”

Apparently, Noel, exercising more resourcefulness than I’d have imagined for his age, also had an ROTC application being evaluated and I volunteered to write an endorsement if he would forward the particulars of where to send it.  I found out later from Tom that no endorsement was necessary since he was so disgusted with the contract, the process and what he saw as out-and-out lies, that he had also withdrawn his ROTC application.

* Army Sgt G. M. of the Medford, OR, Army Recruiter Office, 987 Stevens St, Medford, OR 97504, (541) 773-8026
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