Group plans peaceful parade display
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By Patricia Snyder of the Daily Courier, Last Update Thursday, May 27, 2010

Right: Jim Woods builds the head of a large peace dove made of bed sheets. Veterans for Peace will have this large dove in the Boatnik parade.

A local veterans group hit the sheets to prepare a Boatnik parade entry that symbolizes the hope of putting war to bed.

Members of the Rogue Valley Chapter of Veterans for Peace are building a giant dove with body and wings made from sheets as the group's entry in Saturday morning's parade.

The parade starts at 10 a.m. and will close Sixth Street between A Street and the Rogue River until about 1 p.m. It is part of the 51st annual Boatnik celebration, which begins today and runs through Monday.

This year's parade theme is "Where the West was Fun." The grand marshal is Ermal Williamson, a professional John Wayne impersonator who will put on a show at 7 p.m. Friday at Taprock Event Center.

As with the grand marshal, Veterans for Peace will be located near the beginning of the parade, with other veteran groups.

The organization has been part of the parade in the past, with a bunting-decorated pickup truck and music. But members decided to do something different this year.

Jim Woods found a dove pattern on Roots and Shoots, a website by the Jane Goodall Institute promoting groups creating the doves for the International Day of Peace, which is Sept. 19.

"This is a symbol that's a positive thing," he said.  The completed bird will have a 21-foot wingspan and a chicken-wire-wrapped-in-cloth head whose beak holds an olive branch.

"It's all supported by poles, so if it's breezy, it'll flap around a little bit," he said.

Member Hal Anthony explained that the organization "does not believe that war should be used to set policy," he explained.

The group also focuses on preventing the government from intervening in the internal affairs of other countries, ending the arms race, eliminating nuclear weapons seeking justice for veterans and war victims and educational activities, such as through website www.rv-vfp156.org.

"What does support the troops mean? To us, it means don't put them in harm's way," Anthony said.

Boatnik coincides with the Memorial Day weekend. Previously known as Decoration Day, the holiday dates back to the Civil War, with the first ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery in 1868 involving decorating graves of both Union and Confederate soldiers, more than 20,000.

It now honors all soldiers who died in American wars. In 1971, it was moved from May 30 to the last Monday in May.

Information about Boatnik is available on the website www.boatnik.com.
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